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 Date:  02/25/2020
Time:  12:30 PM
Location:  308
Committee: House Finance

Department: Education

Person Testifying: Dr. Christina M. Kishimoto, Superintendent of Education

Title of Bill: HB 2457, HD2  RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC.

Purpose of Bill: Beginning 1/1/2021:  bans the sale of flavored tobacco products; 
prohibits mislabeling of e-liquid products containing nicotine; and 
establishes fines and penalties for violations.  Requires the Department 
of Education to establish a safe harbor program by which persons 
under 21 years of age may dispose of electronic smoking devices in 
their possession.  Requires public school teachers and educators to 
confiscate electronic smoking devices.  Increases fines for the purchase 
or possession of tobacco products and electronic smoking devices by 
persons under 21 years of age.  Authorizes a court to impose, as a 
penalty on a person 18-21 years of age who is convicted of possession 
of a tobacco product or electronic smoking device, the requirement to 
complete a tobacco education program, complete a tobacco use 
cessation program, or perform community service instead of paying a 
fine.  Effective 7/1/2050.  (HD1)

Department's Position:
The Department of Education (Department) appreciates the intent and offers comments and 
concerns on HB 2457, HD2.

There is a zero-tolerance for tobacco products and electronic smoking devices (ESDs) on the 
Department’s campuses, transportation, and/or during Department school-sponsored activities.  
In addition, any tobacco product(s) or ESDs found in a student’s possession is a violation of 
Chapter 19, and shall be seized by school administration and forfeited to law enforcement in 
accordance with Section 712-1258, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS).

Nicotine products, including ESDs, are considered an acutely toxic hazardous waste under the 
state’s regulations. The regular and timely pick-up and disposal of ESDs are essential in 
ensuring schools do not harbor and store hazardous waste on their school campus.



This bill may inadvertently oppose the actions of the Department’s highest priority which is the 
safety and well-being of students.  As such, the Department is working in partnership with the 
Hawaii Department of Health (DOH) to educate youth to make positive decisions about their 
health.  In raising awareness about the risks and dangers of tobacco products and ESDs, the 
Department’s efforts focus on the following: 

Providing health education to develop skills that support healthy behaviors;�z
Collaborating with DOH on the collection of Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) data on �z
Hawaii’s youth and their usage of tobacco and ESDs;
Promoting public awareness through parent letters and flyers of Section 712-1258, HRS, �z
which makes it unlawful for anyone under the age of 21 years of age to be sold, purchase, 
use, or possess tobacco products and ESDs; and
Monitoring students for compliance or violations of Title 8, Chapter 19, Hawaii Administrative �z
Rules (HAR) Student Misconduct, Discipline, School Searches, and Seizures, Reporting 
Offenses, Police Interviews, and Arrests, and Restitution for Vandalism, Complaint 
Procedure and Investigation of Discrimination, Harassment, (Including Sexual Harassment), 
Bullying and/or Retaliation, as it relates to the use of tobacco products and ESDs. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on HB 2457, HD2.

The Hawai‘i State Department of Education is committed to delivering on our promises to 
students, providing an equitable, excellent, and innovative learning environment in every school 
to engage and elevate our communities. This is achieved through targeted work around three 
impact strategies: school design, student voice, and teacher collaboration. Detailed information 
is available at www.hawaiipublicschools.org.



http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.ss6812a1


http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.ss6812a1
http://ibis.hhdw.org/ibisph-view/query/selection/yrbs/_YRBSSelection.html
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/press-releases/2019_11_05_jama


https://www.changelabsolutions.org/product/pup-smoke
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20616998










attempt to confiscate it . Furthermore, if a teacher witnesses a student vaping but the 
student has hidden the device, the teacher is  unable to confiscate it.  
 
We also do not  support increasing fines  for the purchase or possession of 
tobacco products and electronic smoking devices by persons under 21 years 
of age . Imposing higher fines on youth will not solve the vaping epidemic. 
Conversely,  what will help solve the youth vaping epidem ic is banning flavored 
tobacco, imposing a tax on electronic smoking products so that they are on par with 
the taxation of traditional tobacco products, and using funds from taxation to support 
health education and prevention programs about the risks and d angers of the use of 
electronic smoking devices for youth.  
 
To ensure we reduce the youth vaping epidemic in the most effective and targeted 
way, we respectfully ask you to consider  amending this bill to exclude  the 
confiscation of these devic es and the other punitive measures in this bill. 
The vaping industry is preying on our students who  are the victims, and our 
students should  be pr otected .  



http://www.heart.org/
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Date: February 24, 2020 

To:  Representative Sylvia Luke Chair 
Representative Ty J.K. Cullen, Vice Chair 
Members of the Finance Committee 

Re: Strong Support HB 2457, HD2, Relating to the Youth Vaping 
Epidemic 

Hrg:  February 25, 2020 at 12:30 pm at Conference Room 308 
 

 
The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free HawaiÔi, a program of the HawaiÔi 
Public Health Institute i is in Strong Support of HB 2457, HD2, which 
would end the sale of all flavored tobacco products in the state and 
prohibit mislabeling of e-liquid products containing nicotine.  
 
This measure helps to protect our keiki from a lifetime of addiction.  
HawaiÔi is experiencing a vaping epidemic among our young people. The 
State Legislature has worked hard to protect our residents from the 
harms caused by tobacco use, but the rapid growth of e-cigarette use is 
alarming. With 42% of all high school students and 27% of middle 
schoolers reporting ever having used an Òelectronic vaping productÓ in 
2017, we have an urgent need to act. More troubling is that because of 
the historic declines in smoking, big tobacco has decided to focus on 
candy flavors and nicotine delivery solutions. Tobacco giant Altria, maker 
of Marlboro, is investing in the popular vaping company Juul, which has 
76% of the e-cigarette market share and is worth $16 billion. 
 
With 81% of youth starting with a flavored product ii, regulating the 
flavors designed to capture and addict new customers prioritizes the 
health and safety of our community over tobaccoÕs special interests.  

 
Help us protect our keiki and vulnerable groups from deceptive 
marketing practices by the industry.   
The industry claims that theyÕre not targeting kids, but their actions tell 
a different story. With over 15,500 e-cigarette flavors and growing, 
these products are not being responsibly marketed. The industry selects 
colorful  packaging and ads that appeal to taste and pop culture. In 
addition, it was recently discovered that Juul placed banner ads on 
NickelodeonÕs website nickjr.com and the Cartoon NetworkÕs website 
cartoonnetwork.com. iii Tobacco companies have a long history of using 
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 these same tactics to entice new and younger users and make them repeat customers. 
Addiction is the opposite of freedom. WeÕre fighting to keep our kids free from the deadly 
addiction to these products. The health of HawaiiÕs keiki must be protected from the 
predatory marketi ng of tobacco companies. 
 
HawaiÔi voters support ending the sale of flavored tobacco in HawaiÔi. 
In a polliv conducted by Ward Research Inc. for the Coalition in November 2019, 77% of 
registered HawaiÔi voters were in support of prohibiting flavored tobacco products, including 
e-cigarettes, and 70% support including menthol. 
 
E-cigarettes are not FDA-approved to bacco cessation products.  
We have yet to see any scientific evidence, beyond anecdotal data, that e-cigarettes have 
helped smokers to quit completely from tobacco use. The concern is that with the aggressive 
and deceptive marketing of these products, we are seeing other consequences: 1) people who 
have never smoked are using e-cigarettes, 2) children are picking them up as a path to 
smoking, and 3) smokers are using them to perpetuate their habit instead of to completely 
quit.  A study has shown that for every one adult that quits smoking using e-cigarettes, 81 
youth and young adults who would not have considered smoking, will become cigarette 
smokers, starting with e-cigarettesv. This is not a trade-off we can accept. We need to take 
action and regulate electronic smoking devices for our kids. 
 
The Coalition appreciates alternatives that focus on education and community service. 
Tobacco and nicotine are addictive substances, and are difficult to quit. Fines and other 
similar penalties that criminalize children are ineffective and often counter-productive at 
stopping youth from using tobacco products. Offering youth, the option of education courses, 
cessation services, or community service provide useful and productive alternatives to 
penalties. In conjunction with strong tobacco control policies, these options may be more 
conducive to the goal of reducing youth tobacco use. Some proven policies recommended by 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention include: regulating tobacco products; 
decreased access to tobacco products; increased price of tobacco products; tobacco 
prevention policies and programs in schools; and increased enforcement of restrictions on 
tobacco sales to minors. 
 
The Coalition defers to the State Department of Education and State Department of Health 
on the manner of disposal and current confiscation policies. 
 
Prohibiting the  sale of flavored tobacco products can help to keep kids from ever starting to 
smoke cigarettes or e-cigarettes, and can encourage those addicted to these products, to quit. 
We appreciate HawaiiÕs leadership in tobacco control and the legislatureÕs actions to protect 
our young people from a deadly addiction. We respectfully urge the committee to pass HB  
2457, HD2. 
 
 
 



!
!

hiphi.org ¥ 850 Richards Street, suite 201 ¥ Honolulu, HawaiÔi 96813 

Mahalo, 

 
Jessica Yamauchi, MA 
Executive Director  

!

"!The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free HawaiÔi (Coalition) is a program of the HawaiÔi Public Health Institute (HIPHI) that is 
dedicated to reducing tobacco use through education, policy, and advocacy.  With more than two decades of history in 
HawaiÔi, the Coalition has led several campaigns on enacting smoke-free environments, including being the first state in 
the nation to prohibit the sale of tobacco and electronic smoking devices to purchasers under 21 years of age. 
 
The HawaiÔi Public Health Institute is a hub for building healthy communities, providing issue-based advocacy, 
education, and technical assistance through partnerships with government, academia, foundations, business, and 
community-based organizations. 
!
##!Ambrose BK, Day HR, Rostron B, et al. Flavored Tobacco Product Use Among US Youth Aged 12-17 Years, 2013-2014. 
JAMA. 2015;314(17):1871Ð1873. doi:10.1001/jama.2015.13802  
!
""" https://www.mass.gov/doc/juul -complaint/down load!
!
#5!This study by Ward Research, Inc. summarizes findings from a phone survey among n=807 Hawaii registered voters 
(maximum sampling error +/-3.3%), conducted between November 7 Ð December 4, 2019. 
!
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February 23, 2020 
 
To: The Honorable Sylvia Luke, Chair  

The Honorable Ty T.J. Cullen, Vice Chair  
Members of the House Committee on Finance 

 
Re:  Strong��Support ��for ��HB2457 ��HD2 
 
Hrg: February 25, 2020 at 12:30 PM at Capitol Room 308 
 
 
The Hawaii Public Health Association is a group of over 600 community members, public health 
professionals and organizations statewide dedicated to improving public health. HPHA also serves as a 
voice for public health professionals and as a repository for information about public health in the Pacific. 
 
HPHA strongly supports HB2457 HD2 which would end the sale of flavored tobacco products, including 
flavored e-liquids. 
 
Hawaii has among the highest rates of middle school and high school e-cigarette use in the nation; the U.S. 
Surgeon General has declared vaping a youth epidemic. There are numerous health impacts from e-
cigarettes. Teens are particularly vulnerable to nicotine, which permanently impacts the developing 
brain. It’s no coincidence that the rise in youth e-cigarette use has coincided with an explosion of sweet e-
liquid flavors used to hook kids. Tobacco companies are making and marketing deadly and addictive 
products right here in Hawaii that look and taste like our favorite childhood flavors (Hawaiian POG, Ono 
Orange Cream, Hawaiian Sweet Rolls, and Halawa Guava). 
 
We must end the sale of flavored tobacco to protect our youth from a lifetime of addiction. The industry is 
promoting flavors that mimic popular food or candy to hide the fact that they contain nicotine and with 
more kids who were never smokers using these products, we have an urgent need to act. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on important health issues affecting people in 
Hawai’i.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Holly Kessler 
Executive Director 
Hawaii Public Health Association 
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HB2457 HD2 Ban Flavored E-Cigarettes and Impose Fines 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE: 

¥ Rep Sylvia Luke Chair; Rep. Ty Cullen, Vice Chair 
¥ Tuesday, Feb. 25th, 2020: 12:30 pm:  
¥ Conference Room 308 

  
Hawaii Substance Abuse Coalition Recommends and Supports HB2457 HD2: 
GOOD MORNING CHAIR, VICE CHAIR AND DISTINGUISHED COMMITTEE MEMBERS. My name is Alan 
Johnson. I am the current chair of the Hawaii Substance Abuse Coalition (HSAC), a statewide organization of over 
30 non-profit alcohol and drug treatment and prevention agencies. 
   
Flavored tobacco targets youth and 95% of smokers start before legal age for smoking: 

¥ Given the historic rise in e-cigarettes by youth, banning the sale of flavored tobacco 
products can help to reduce the danger to children from vaping, which is a growing major 
public health concern.  

¥ In 2019, the prevalence of self-reported current e-cigarette use was high among US high 
school and middle school students. A cross-sectional survey conducted in 2019 that 
included 19,018 participants, the prevalence of self-reported current e-cigarette use was 
27.5% among high school students and 10.5% among middle school students with many 
current e-cigarette users reporting frequent use and most of the exclusive e-cigarette users 
reporting use of flavored e-cigarettes.  November 5, 2019; e-Cigarette Use Among Youth in the United States, 2019 
Karen A. Cullen, PhD1; Andrea S. Gentzke, PhD2; Michael D. Sawdey, PhD1; et al; https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-
abstract/2755265  

¥ When Congress banned flavored cigarettes in 2009, there was a correlating reduction in 
overall tobacco product use by youth of 6.1 percent. Family Smoking Prevention and 
Tobacco Control Act, passed by the United States Congress in October 2009 bans 
cigarettes with flavors other than menthol or tobacco. Courtemanche, Charles J.; Palmer, Makayla K.; 
Pesko, Michael F. (1 May 2017). "Influence of the Flavored Cigarette Ban on Adolescent Tobacco Use". American Journal of 
Preventive Medicine. 52 (5): Ð139Ðe146. doi:10.1016/j.amepre.2016.11.019. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide testimony and are available for questions.





young people that they have targeted with their deadly and highly addictive product. 
Comprehensive tobacco retailer licensing policies place responsibility on retailers rather 
than young consumers. With appropriate funding and enforcement, these retailer 
licensing policies have proven more effective in reducing youth initiation of tobacco and 
nicotine. 

On behalf of the keiki and young people of Hawaii, I urge you to support this bill. 

Mahalo for your consideration and support of this important measure. 
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This bill is necessary for the health of youth so they do not get addicted. 

amy agbayani  
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HB-2457-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 9:29:50 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jenna Morrison Kauai High Student 
Council 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Jenna Morrison, I attend Kaua'i High in 9th grade and I approve of this bill. 
Toccabo smoke is really bad for the lungs so it should really not be allowed for anyone 
especially because you can get addicted and die. 

 



HB-2457-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 9:57:48 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

sierra cun-lara kauai high school 
student council 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello my name is Sierra, and I am a member of the Kauai High Student Council. I agree 
greatly with this ban. I think it is a very reasonable response for people under the age of 
21 to complete a tobacco education program if caught or for them to preform community 
service. Overall, as a student and teenager I belive this ban should be put into act. 

 



HB-2457-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 8:04:26 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jeresen Dikilato Kauai High School 
Student Council 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill will become a huge step for the health of our youth today concerning the uses 
of vapes and vape-related products. That is why I support the ban on the sale of 
tobacco flavored products as well as the added penalties for violating this bill. Some of 
my friends and even kids who are eleven are becoming addicted and relying on these 
products to make them feel better. This habit will lead to the abuse of actual tobacco 
products and other harmful substances. If we can stop youth now and youth in the 
future it will greatly benefit our health. 

 



HB-2457-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 7:08:57 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jayden Lee Kauai High Student 
Council 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

They should ban vaping products. 

 









https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/sgr/e-cigarettes/pdfs/2016_sgr_entire_report_508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/sgr/e-cigarettes/pdfs/2016_sgr_entire_report_508.pdf


HB2457 HD2 authorizes a court to impose, as a penalty on a person 18-21 years of age who 
is convicted of possession of a tobacco product or electronic smoking device, the requirement to 
complete a tobacco education program, complete a tobacco use cessation program, or perform 
community service instead of paying a fine.  

 
Nicotine is a highly addictive substance. Youth who are addicted to nicotine need help 

quitting through supportive counseling and other approved methods. Research shows that fines and 
other penalties for persons under age 21 who possess, use or purchase tobacco products, including 
electronic smoking devices (ESDs), are ineffective to deter smoking behaviors among our keiki.3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

3   ChangeLab Solutions Fact Sheet.   https://www.changelabsolutions.org/product/pup-smoke 



House Committee on Finance 
 

Time:  12:30 p.m. 
Date:    February 25, 2020 
Where:  Conference Room 308 

  
RE: SUPPORT FOR HB2457 HD2, RELATING  TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC !

 
Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen and members Eli, Gates, Hashimoto, Holt, Kitagawa, Kobayashi, Matayoshi, 
Nakamura, Nishimoto, Todd, Wildberger, Yamashita, and McDermott.  
 
The listed organizations are in support of HB2457 HD2 which bans the sale of flavored tobacco products and 
prohibits mislabeling, sale, or marketing as Ònicotine-freeÓ any e-liquid product that contains nicotine.  
 
Electronic cigarette use in HawaiÔi, particularly among youth, has increased rapidly in recent years. These 
products have been shown to have severe health risks, including death. The HawaiÔi State Department of Health 
has noted that flavored e-liquids may appeal directly to children and teenagers.  
 
According to the HawaiÔi State Department of Health, approximately 45 percent of high school students and 26 
percent of middle schoolers across HawaiÔi have tried e-cigarettes.  A 2018 study from the Centers for Disease 
Control identified Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander (NHPI) middle and high schoolers as having the highest 
rate of tobacco use of any race or ethnicity nationwide. E-cigarettes, which often use flavored e-liquids, were the 
product most commonly used by NHPI students.  
 
Tobacco industry documents indicate that the companies intentionally marketed flavors, especially menthol, to 
youth and other vulnerable groups. A 2013 report by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration found that menthol 
cigarettes led to increased smoking initiation among youth and young adults, greater addiction, and decreased 
success in quitting smoking. The 2008 HawaiÔi Behavior Risk Factor Surveillance System Survey found that 78 
percent of NHPI smokers use menthol cigarettes. 
 
In recognition of the growing risks flavored tobacco products pose on Hawai!iÕs people, especially our keiki, we 
urge legislature to take immediate action to address this issue. 
 
!A!ohe hana nui ke alu !ia. No task is too large when we all work together!  
 





2 

While we support provisions to restrict the sale of flavored tobacco products, we do 
have concerns over the potential to increase fines for violations of possession of a 
tobacco product by persons under the age of 21 in section 5 of the measure.  While 
these undetermined penalties are discretionary and other options in lieu of the fine 
currently exist in the measure, we are wary of the fine increases that affect youth who 
may be addicted to these products.  We would support any effort to remove all 
monetary fines for under-age use and possession for these reasons. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this important matter. 
 
 
 
 









Jamil Folio!
The Man Cave!
1993 S. Kihei Rd Suite 18!
Kihei, Hawaii 96733!

To our Distinguished Legislators:!

My name is Jamil Folio, I am the Administrative Manager for ÒThe Man CaveÓ retail business in 
Kihei, Hawaii. I am a property owner, father of young children, concerned citizen and a small 
business advocate who is proud to call Maui my home. !

I am writing in STRONG support  of banning ßavored tobacco products. We sell tobacco 
products in our store , and understand the trepidation of other business owners/operators 
concerning potential lost revenue. BUT, we cannot jeopardize the health of our youth and our 
community by focusing on short term proÞt.!

An alarming number of Maui County high school students, over 30%, are currently using e-
cigarettes, while less than 5% of adults in HawaiÕi are current users. These products are 
proving to be dangerous in themselves. A good portion of them will go on to use combustible 
tobacco products, which are the leading cause of preventable death and disease in the United 
States. Children are 10 times more likely to start smoking having had exposure to vaping or e-
cigarettes in the past.!

21,000 children under the age of 18 currently living in Hawaii will die prematurely from 
smoking.  !

If you could please read the previous sentence one more time. Then consider the Þnancial cost 
associated with long term cancer and end of life care.  Any lost short term revenue from 
banning the sales of ßavored tobacco products is a minor rounding error in the long term costs  
associated with cancer for tens of thousands of HawaiiÕs citizens.!

We are not talking about the rights adults have to make informed discussions. We are talking 
about middle school children being hooked on bubble gum, cotton candy, and Pipeline POG 
ßavored addiction. And that is what is being sold: addiction. This is a tried and true campaign 
of inßuence from tobacco companies who have been marketing to children for decades (as 
proven in their own internal documents multiple times). !

In fact, the same documents show that tobacco companies have targeted minority groups like 
African Americans and Native Hawaiians even more so than other groups, which is evidenced 
by the fact that over 40% of Maui County Native Hawaiian high school students are using e-
cigarettes. If our solution is to arrest and Þne kids for being caught with these products, then 
more Native Hawaiian kids are going to end up criminalized for their addiction than other kids. 
This is a social justice issue that canÕt be ignored. DonÕt hold kids responsible for the industryÕs 
insidious manipulation. Hold the industry accountable, as they should be. !

I also ask that you be sure to include menthol in order for this to be a comprehensive ban on 
ßavored tobacco products. Menthol masks harshness, making it easier to start and harder to 
quit. Mint and menthol have historically been used to target youth and minority populations for 
the industryÕs proÞt. In fact, 78 percent of Native Hawaiian smokers smoke menthol cigarettes. 
This is a social justice issue that needs to be addressed here in Hawaii. " !



For every potential sale that would be lost, a life might be saved. So please represent your 
constituents, our community, and our island ohana by doing the right thing.  No child or adult 
needs candy ßavored cancer causing products. !

Thank you for your time.!

Jamil Folio
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Hawaii Kai Lions Club  

 
 
To:   The Honorable Representative  John Mizuno  
 And members of the Committee on Health  
 
The Hawaii Kai Lions Club is in full support of HB 24 5 7  which bans the 
sale of flavored tobacco products; persons under 21 years of age may  
dispose of electronic cigarettes in their possession; authorizes public school 
teachers to confiscate electronic cigarettes; increases fines for the purchase 
or possession of tobacco products and electronic smoking devices by persons 
under 21 years of age . I t will serve as a strong deterrent to dissuade our 
keiki from the harmful eff ects that  these flavored e -cigarettes wil l have on 
them and their future . 
 
As the President of the Hawaii Kai Lions Club, our mission is to provide for 
the betterment of our co mmunities and particularly our vulnerable 
populations.   Our youth, the target population, represents our future.    
As community servant leaders we are obligated to ensure that all our 
residents -- our keiki and kupuna -- can live their lives without the detrim ental 
effects of this devastating vaping trend.   We need to learn from our past  and 
help our keiki avoid illnesses and deaths caused by nicotine use. Flavored 
tobacco products  undo the work that has been done  to curb cigarette - related 
health issues  and medical costs.  We need to address this issue as soon as 
possible to avoid past consequences.   Only by enacting effective laws to 
systematically reshape this unwanted habit will we be able to successfully 
combat  this serious health challenge.  
 
In closing, we  urge you and your Committee Members to pass 
HB 2 457  as the delicate futures of our youth depend on your bold 
actions today !  
 
Ellsworth Fujii  
President, Hawaii Kai Lions Club  
 



HAWAII YOUTH SERVICES NETWORK 
677 Ala Moana Boulevard, Suite 904     Honolulu, Hawaii   96813 

Phone: (808) 489-9549  
Web site:  http://www.hysn.org     E-mail: info@hysn.org 

 
 
 
 
Rick Collins, President 
 
Judith F. Clark, Executive  
Director   

 
 

Bay Clinic 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of  
 Hawaii 
Big Island Substance Abuse 
           Council 
Bobby Benson Center 
Child and Family Service 
Coalition for a Drug Free Hawaii  
Collins Consulting, LLC 
Domestic Violence Action Center 
EPIC, Inc. 
Family Programs Hawaii 
Family Support Hawaii 
Friends of the Children of  
     West Hawaii 
Hale Kipa, Inc. 
Hale 'Opio Kauai, Inc. 
Hawaii Children’s Action 
     Network 
Hawaii Health & Harm  
Reduction Center 
Hawaii Student Television 
Ho`ola Na Pua 
Kahi Mohala 
Kokua Kalihi Valley 
Kokua Ohana Aloha (KOA) 
Maui Youth and Family Services 
Na Pu`uwai Molokai Native 
     Hawaiian Health Care  
     Systems 
P.A.R.E.N.T.S., Inc. 
Parents and Children Together 
     (PACT) 
PHOCUSED  
PFLAG – Kona Big Island 
Planned Parenthood of the 
     Great Northwest and 
     Hawaiian Islands 
Residential Youth Services 
     & Empowerment (RYSE) 
Salvation Army Family  
     Intervention Services 
Sex Abuse Treatment Center 
Susannah Wesley Community 
     Center 
The Catalyst Group 

 
 

 
February 21, 2020 
 
 
 
To:   Senator Sylvia Luke, Chair 
 And members of the Committee on Finance 

 
Testimony in Support of HB 2457 HD 2 Relating to the Youth Vaping 

Epidemic 
 

Hawaii Youth Services Network, a statewide coalition of youth-serving 
organizations, supports HB 2457 HD 2 Relating to the Youth Vaping 
Epidemic. 
 
Elimination of flavored tobacco products across the state of Hawai’i will 
prevent addiction, reduce continued use of tobacco products throughout 
one’s lifespan, and prevent chronic health conditions such as COPD and 
cardiovascular disease. 
 
It is important to ban flavored tobacco products as today’s marketing targets 
and encourages youth to take part in this unhealthy behavior. Hawaii has the 
fifth highest amount of vaping in the United States. E-cigarettes continue to 
grow in popularity leading to a potential health epidemic. With up to 15,500 
flavors, e-cigarettes are of particular interest and attraction to Hawai’i’s 
youth. Along with the enticing flavors and packaging, youth perceive e-
cigarettes to be less harmful than other nicotine filled tobacco products. 
Students have shared that vaping is a popular activity that occurs both inside 
and outside of the academic setting. Youth have the ability to access 
flavorless tobacco through social media accounts, vape stores without 
regulation of the 21-year-old age law, and online orders with their parent’s 
credit cards.  
 
Youth do not understand the dangers of this harmful product. E-cigarettes 
contain toxic chemicals These ingredients result in chronic health 
consequences including lung cancer, addiction, central nervous system 
damage, and delay of proper adolescent brain development.  
 
808novape researchers have found that: 
 

�x 26% of Hawai’i high school students are using e-cigarettes 
�x 94% online purchases of e-cigarettes have been successful amongst 

teens 
 
 
 
 
 



HYSN page 2 
 
 

�x 60% of teens believe occasional use of e-cigarettes does little to of harm 
�x 70% of middle and high schoolers have recently seen e-cigarette advertising  

 
Four of five young people who use tobacco start with a flavored product.  Tobacco is one of 
the leading causes of death and should not be accessible to Hawai’i’s youth. Please ban the 
sale of flavored tobacco products. 
 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Judith F. Clark, MPH 
Executive Director 
 

 

 



Ph: (808) 446-2032 
Fax: (833) 565-3144 

PediatricTherapiesHawaii@gmail.com!
PediatricTherapiesHawaii.com 

To: Hawaii State Legislature 

Regarding: Flavor Tabacco Ban 

Position: Strong Support 

I am writing to express my strong support for a ban on all flavored tobacco products, including menthol.  I feel 

this is an important measure that needs to be taken by our community leaders to protect our keiki and their 

health.  As we all know, tobacco is highly addictive and detrimental to peopleÕs health and the flavors are what 

gets kids hooked in the first place.  Since Hawaii has one of the highest middle and high school vaping rates in 

the country, it seems obvious that immediate action needs to be taken to address this epidemic. A study found 

that e-cigarette use is a strong risk factor for eventual cigarette smoking so preventing kids from starting 

vaping should be the focus for addressing this issue.  Big tobacco argues that vaping helps adults quit smoking 

but the truth is, that for every adult that quits smoking using e-cigarettes, 81 young people will become future 

smokers, which is an unacceptable trade off. 

Banning flavor tobacco products would do so much to help keep our youth healthy. ItÕs no coincidence that the 

rise in youth e-cigarette use has coincided with an explosion of sweet e-liquid flavors used to hook kids. With 

more than 15,500 flavors, these products are being irresponsibly marketed.  Who is the industry really 

targeting with flavors like Unicorn Milk, Sour Straws, or Strawberry Watermelon Bubblegum? Flavors are 

designed to appeal to kids, while nicotine gets them hooked for life. 81% of youth who ever used tobacco 

products started with a flavored product and 97% of youth who vape say they use a flavored product. 

Please do the right thing and help protect our keiki from Big Tobacco.  Protect them from getting starting using 

tobacco products and protect them from all the health risks that come with it.  It is our job as adults, parents, 

business owners, law makers, and community leaders to do something about this issue because we can and it is 

our obligation to our youth. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Amy Peterson 

Executive Director/Physical Therapist 

Pediatric Therapy Hawaii



 

Josh Frost -  President �y��Patrick Shea - Treasurer  �y��Kristin Hamada   

Nelson Ho �y���6�X�P�P�H�U Starr 
 
 
 
Tuesday, February 25, 2020 
 
Relating to the Youth Vaping Epidemic 
Testifying in Support 
 
Aloha Chair and members of the committee,  
 
�7�K�H���3�R�Q�R���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���,�Q�L�W�L�D�Wive (PHI) suppo rts HB2457, HD2 Relating to the Youth Vaping 
Epidemic , which bans the sale of all flavored tobacco products, prohibits the mislabeling of e-
liquid products containing nicotine, and establishes fines and penalties for violators.   
 
In the last few years the sale of traditional tobacco products has decreased while the sale of 
electronic smoking devices has grown. Federally, flavored tobacco products, excluding 
menthol are prohibited however only cigarettes, roll-your-own tobacco, and smokeless 
tobacco are subject to that regulation. Flavored products entice younger users and mask the 
harshness and taste of tobacco smoke. Currently there is very little regulation over the sale of 
e-liquids and electronic smoking devices. This industry desperately needs more oversight and 
regulation.  
 
Other jurisdictions have paved the way and introduced legislation to regulate the sale of 
flavored tobacco products. There is no reason that �+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L cannot be next.  
 
For all these reasons, we urge you to move this bill forward. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity, 
Gary Hooser 
Executive Director 
�3�R�Q�R���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���,�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H 
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